U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMI 
Luther  H.  Hodges,  Secretary 


SUMMARY  REPORT 
FT  930-1 


BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS 
Robert  W.  Burgsii,  Director 


TES  FOREIGN  TRADE 


CEMBER  1960 


FOR  RELEASE 
February  23,  1961 


IMPORT  TRADE  BY  COMMODITY 


The  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of  Commerce 
Einnounced  today  that  the  decrease  in  United  States 
annual  imports  for  consumption  from  the  record  total 
of  $U,993.6  million  in  1959  to  $U, 652.0  million  in 
1960  reflected  decreases  in  imports  of  all  of  the 
economic  classes  of  commodities  except  finished  manu- 
factures. Changes  in  the  dollar  values  of  annual  im- 
ports of  all  of  the  economic  classes  of  commodities 
from  1959  to  1960  are  as  follows:  semimanufactures, 
from  $3, 306. 4  to  $3,092.0  million;  crude  foodstuffs, 
from  $1,823.5  to  $1,722.1  million;  crude  materials, 
from  $3,096.7  to  $3,013.6  million;  manufactured  food- 
stuffs, from  $1,599.1  to  $1,566.1  million;  and  fin- 
ished manufactures,  from  $5, 167.9  to  $5, 258. 1  million. 

The  Bureau  pointed  out  that  from  1959  to  1960 
imports  of  "dutiable"  commodities  fell  from  $9,170.3 
million  to  $8,871.8  million,  imports  of  "duty  free" 
commodities  decreased  from  $5,823.3  to  $5,780,1  mil- 
lion. IXitiable  commodities  represented  about  61  per- 
cent of  the  imports  for  consumption  total  for  both 
1959  and  1960. 

The  Bureau  stated  further  that  imports  for 
consumption  during  December  were  valued  at  $1,151.0 
million,^  a  level  about  two  percent  below  the  November 
total  of  $1,175.9  million. 

^See  the  December  1960  issue  of  Report  No.  FT  900-1  for 
seasonally-adjusted  figures  for  general  imports.  Seasonally- 
adjusted  data  axe  not  available  for  imports  for  consumption 
or  on  a  cazmodity  basis. 


From  November  to  December,  imports  of  manufactured 
foodstuffs  fell  from  $139.4  to  $115.5  million  largely 
as  a  result  of  lower  levels  of  imports  of  sugar,  from 
$39.7  to  $28.7  million,  and  whisky,  from  $26.9  to  $19.3 
million.     Decreases  in  imports  of  newsprint  paper,  from 
$65.2  to  $59.3  million  and  iron  and  steel  advanced  manu- 
factures, from  $15.0  to  $11.9  million  were  the  primary 
factors  in  the  decrease  in  imports  of  finished  manu- 
factures from  $430.7  to  $411.8  million.     Imports  of 
semimanufactures  declined  slightly  from  $245.6  to  $242.6 
million  as  decreases  in  imports  of  wood  pulp,  from  $29.1 
to  $21.0  million  Eind  sawed  boards  and  planks,  from 
$23.5  to  $18.4  million  were  partly  offset  by  increases 
in  imports  of  gas  and  fuel  oil,  from  $48.2  to  $53.1 
million;  copper,  from  $25.1  to  $28.3  million  and  coal- 
tar  products,  from  $3.3  to  $6.3  million. 

The  rise  in  imports  of  crude  materials  from  $219.2 
million  in  November  to  $231.8  million  in  December  was 
largely  the  result  of  increases  in  imports  of  undressed 
furs,  from  $5.2  to  $16.4  million;  rough  or  uncut 
diamonds,  from  $6.5  to  $10.0  million;  and  crude  rubber, 
from  $21.1  to  $24.3  million.    At  the  same  time,  how- 
ever, decreases  were  noted  in  imports  or  iron  ore 
and  concentrates,  from  $18.5  to  $14.3  million  and  crude 
petroleum,  from  $76.5  to  $72.9  million.     Imports  of 
crude  foodstuffs  climbed  from  $141.0  to  $149.2  million 
due  primarily  to  higher  levels  of  imports  of  fresh 
and  dried  vegetables,  from  $1.6  to  $5.1  million  'and 
cocoa,  from  $8.9  to  $12.2  million. 


EXPLANATION  OF  STATISTICS 


United 

report , 
foreign 


COVERAGE:    Import  statistics  include  merchandise 
imported  by    government  agencies  as  well  as    by  pri- 
vate ijnporters,    but  exclude  American  goods  returned 
by  the  United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use. 
United  States  trade    with  Puerto  Rico  and 
States  possessions  is    not  included  in  this 

but  the  import    trade  of    Puerto  Rico  with   

countries  is  included  as  a  part  of  the  UnitedStates 
import  trade.  Merchandise  shipped  tntransit  through 
the  United  States  between  foreign  countries  is  not 
included  in  iigjort  statistics. 

VAUJATION:     Import  values  are,  in  general,  based 
on  market  price  or    selling  price,  and  are,  in  gener- 
al, f.o.b.  the  exporting  country.    Import-  values  also 
exclude  United  States    import  duties.      None  of  the 
values  have  been  adjusted  for  changes  in  price  level. 


EFFECT  OF  SAMPLING:    Fonnal  entry  shipments 
valued  less  than  $100  and  informal  entry  shipments 
valued  $250  or  less  (less  than  one  percent  of  total 
import  value)  are  estimated  by  sampling.    These  es- 
timated values  are  shown  in  the    tables  of  this  re- 
port as  "Estimated  value    $l-$99  formal  and  $l-$250 
informal  entry  shipments"  and  are    arbitrarily  in- 
cluded in  the  total  for    "Finished  manufactures." 
The  largest  variation  from    rounding  of  figures *is 
$50,000. 

Further  information  regarding  coverage,  valua- 
tion, etc.,  is  contained  in  the  "General  Explanation" 
in  foreword  of  Report  No.  FT  110.  For  ccngjlete  state- 
ment, see  the  foreword    in  Foreign  Ccnmerce  and  Navi- 
gation of  the  United  States. 


Prepored  in  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Foreign  Trade  Division 
For  sale  by  the  Buroou  of  the  Census,  Washington  25,  D.  C.    Price  10<,  annual  subscription  $1.00 

for  both  FT  930-E  ond  FT  930-1 
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DNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  FOR  CONSHMPTION  OF  MERCHANDISE,  BY  ECONOMIC  CLASSES/ND  LEADING  COfWODITIES : 

DECEMBER  1960  AND  SELECTED  PERIOEfi.  ^;-*  ; 

(Quantity  In  units  indicated;  value  in  millions  of  dollars.  Imports  for  ccximaption  are  a  total  of  imports  for  immediate  con- 
sumption plus  withdrawals  for  consumption  from  bonded  warehouses.  Dafa  nevised  to  reflect  all  corrections  published  with 
statistics  through  those  for  December  1960.  Totals  represent  sum  of  Wrqunded  figures,  hence  may  vary  slightly  from  s\m  of 
rounded  amounts.    See  the  "Explanation  of  Statistics"  for  information  ^ ('sampling  procedures.) 


DecemTjeiV 

November 

December 

Monthly  average 

Economic  class 

and  commodity 

1960 

1960 

1959 

1959 

1958 

1,151.0" 

it  

1,175.9 

1,435.6 

1  249  5 

1,061.6 

-^73. 9 

461.2 

552.3 

485.3 

445.1 

677.1 

714.8 

883.3 

764.2 

616.5 

231.8 

219.2 

285.9 

258.1 

230.0 

3.9 

3.9 

5.4 

7.3 

4.5 

16.4 

5.2 

20.1 

8.0 

6.7 

88 

69 

107 

108 

89 

value . . 

2A-.3 

21.1 

36.0 

32.2 

20.9 

80,805 

67,485 

39,560 

58,808 

50,102 

value . . 

5.A 

A. 6 

3.8 

5.7 

4.0 

12,597 

12,340 

10,647 

12,640 

11,543 

value . . 

8.8 

8.9 

7.6 

9.3 

8.7 

7,584 

6,914 

7,811 

12,396 

12,190 

value . . 

0.5 

0.3 

0.4 

2.0 

2.5 

2,675 

1,234 

7,168 

5,740 

3,121 

value . . 

0.7 

0.3 

1.4 

1.0 

0.7 

9,552 

8,140 

9,694 

10,432 

9,767 

value . . 

1.8 

1.6 

1.7 

1.7 

1.3 

(1,000,000  lb.) 

. . actual  weight . . 

11 

13 

14 

21 

13 

clean  content^ . . 

8 

10 

11 

16 

10 

value . . 

5.7 

7.1 

7.3 

10,3 

6,6 

(1,000,000  lb.) 

..actual  weight.. 

10 

7 

15 

13 

9 

clean  content^ . . 

7 

5 

10 

9 

6 

value . . 

6,1 

5.1 

10.8 

8.4 

7.1 

97 

97 

93 

104 

114 

value . . 

1.7 

1.8 

1.8 

2,2 

2,4 

32,397 

34,096 

37,337 

32,050 

31,976 

value . . 

72.9 

76.5 

81.6 

72.7 

78,3 

143 

176 

90 

132 

94 

value . . 

10.0 

6.5 

5.6 

7.9 

6,0 

1,565 

997 

1,157 

1,091 

839 

value . . 

6.5 

4.5 

5.1 

5,2 

3,3 

1,000  long  tons.. 

1,527 

2,011 

3,045 

2,969 

2,296 

value . . 

U.3 

18.5 

27.4 

26,0 

19,3 

9.0 

10.2 

16.8 

11  1 

11,4 

7,704 

1,845 

7,163 

6  691 

16,884 

value . . 

2.2 

0.5 

2.1 

'l.9 

3,8 

9,434 

13,683 

7,156 

22  833 

39,772 

value . . 

0.8 

lA 

0.7 

'2,3 

4,3 

1,226 

512 

138 

898 

455 

value. . 

2.5 

1.1 

0.3 

1,9 

0.9 

31,210 

76,366 

50,955 

72,877 

90,091 

value . . 

lA 

3.4 

1.5 

3  2 

4.3 

5.8 

8.1 

7.3 

6.5 

6.2 

31.1 

28.6 

41.3 

31.4 

26.9 

149.2 

141.0 

190.3 

152.0 

161.4 

42,434 

44,059 

49,085 

45,746 

39,847 

value . . 

U.2 

13.9 

15.0 

13.5 

12.2 

117 

92 

62 

57 

94 

value . . 

10.1 

8.2 

5.9 

6.8 

10,8 

3.7 

4.7 

5,2 

3.2 

4,2 

5.1 

1.6 

4.8 

3,5 

3,8 

3,945 

4,383 

4,666 

4,476 

4,064 

value . . 

5.4 

6.1 

7.1 

6.5 

5,8 

48 

35 

74 

40 

37 

value . . 

12.2 

8.9 

23.0 

13.7 

14,4 

242 

242 

314 

256 

222 

value . . 

82.7 

83.0 

113.6 

91.1 

97,5 

9,710 

7,845 

11,042 

9,140 

8,618 

value . . 

4.8 

3.9 

5.6 

4,3 

4.0 

3,331 

1,650 

3,247 

2,914 

2,889 

value . . 

1.2 

0.8 

0.8 

0.7 

0.6 

9.7 

9.8 

9.2 

8,7 

8,1 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  FOR  CONSUMPTION  OF  MERCHANDISE,  BY  ECONOMIC  CLASSES  AND  LEADING  C0^»10DITIES: 

DECI>1BER  1960  AND  SELECTED  PERIODS— Continued 


December 

November 

December 

Monthly  average 

1960 

1960 

1959 

1959 

1958 

115.5 

139.4 

127,7 

133.3 

123.3 

51, "^30 

42,581 

80,979 

81,209 

70,817 

22.6 

19.6 

32,2 

32.8 

27.9 

7,408 

8,121 

8,753 

5,322 

4,643 

3.8 

4.0 

4,5 

2.6 

2.3 

35,431 

43,759 

48,651 

43,444 

39,886 

10.6 

12.5 

13,2 

12.3 

11.0 

1.2 

1.1 

1.7 

1.7 

1.8 

f  til. 

A<5J 

757 

772 

28.7 

39.7 

26,0 

41.3 

43.3 

17,787 

27,925 

18,019 

24,449 

28  698 

1.6 

1.8 

2,3 

3.1 

3  7 

19.3 

26.9 

18,4 

14.8 

13.2 

27.6 

33.8 

29.5 

24.8 

22.2 

242.6 

245.6 

323.3 

275.  5 

220.2 

3.8 

3.8 

4.3 

4.0 

2.6 

289 

330 

323 

303 

200 

0.8 

1.2 

0.6 

0.6 

0,5 

4.3 

3.1 

4.1 

4.7 

4.1 

7,583 

7,305 

10,564 

9,285 

9,30O 

U.4 

0.4 

0.9 

0.8 

0.7 

J. 4 

4.  o 

5.2 

3.7 

jL^ 

271 

339 

283 

J.O,  H 

28.1 

21,8 

229 

on/ 

203 

175 

29. 1 

26.1 

26.2 

23,1 

«di ,  oy  ± 

19,847 

17,503 

53.1 

48.2 

51.9 

42.2 

41.5 

36,557 

42,902 

42,215 

48,928 

43,706 

3.6 

4,3 

4.3 

4.6 

4.0 

55 

71 

96 

76 

60 

5.^4 

6.7 

7.3 

7.2 

5.7 

10.5 

11.0 

43.9 

23.2 

7.5 

8.3 

9.2 

15.4 

12*6 

11.8 

95 

83 

110 

62 

56 

28.3 

25.1 

34.9 

18.6 

13.7 

34,195 

40,873 

19,824 

46,556 

61,159 

5.1 

6.3 

3.7 

6.2 

6.6 

13,791 

15,216 

21,615 

19,364 

15,448 

10.2 

9.9 

13.6 

12,3 

10.2 

7,025 

5,734 

7,363 

8,744 

8,275 

7.0 

5.7 

7.4 

8,6 

'7.5 

22,654 

22,131 

19,728 

o7  Ann 

Ti  m 
j± ,  III 

2.7 

2.7 

2.4 

2.8 

3  0 

6.3 

3.3 

5.8 

4  9 

8.8 

6,9 

9.0 

7,8 

6  0 

60 

59 

166 

2.8 

2.7 

6.3 

5  2 

4.9 

38.6 

39.2 

53.3 

49.5 

37  4 

411.8 

430,7 

508.4 

430.7 

324.8 

7.9 

9.1 

8.5 

7.0 

5.1 

1.4 

1.5 

1.7 

1.5 

1.3 

35,294 

25,896 

41,323 

20,080 

11,750 

7.3 

5.3 

7,7 

4.3 

3.2 

10.3 

12.1 

12.7 

12.5 

9.3 

63,535 

79,055 

80,181 

80,623 

70,910 

42,622 

49,268 

45,899 

49,485 

40,641 

8.6 

9.1 

7.6 

7.6 

6.3 

2.8 

3,2 

3.7 

2.6 

2.3 

12. 8 

JJ..O 

14.3 

10.9 

5.2 

5,4 

8.7 

6.1 

4.8 

125 

159 

175 

178 

173 

1.2 

1.5 

1.7 

1.8 

1.6 

475 

504 

513 

436 

407 

59.3 

65.2 

65.1 

35.5 

51,2 

5.4 

6.4 

7.2 

6.5 

3.0 

4.3 

5.6 

5.3 

4.8 

3.9 

Economic  class  and  conmodlty 


Manufactured  foodstuffs  value. 

Meat  products  1,000  lb. 

value . 

Cheese  1,000  lb. 

value. 

Fish  and  shellfish  canned,  prepared,  etc  1,000  lb. 

value. 

Fodders  and  feeds  value. 

Cane  sugar  1,000,000  lb. 

value . 

Molasses  1,000  gal. 

value. 

Whisky  value. 

All  other  manufactured  foodstuffs   value. 

Semlmanuf  ac  tures  value . 

Leather  value. 

Bristles  1,000  lb. 

value . 

Expressed  oils,  inedible  value. 

Quebracho  1,000  lb. 

value. 

Wool  semimanufactures  value. 

Sawed  boards,  planks,  deals,  etc  1,000,000  bd.  ft, 

value. 

Wood  pulp  1,000  short  tons. 

value . 

Gas  and  fuel  oil  1,000  bbl. 

value. 

Asbestos  long  tons. 

value . 

Diamonds,  cut  but  not  set  1,000  carats. 

value. 

Iron  and  steel  semimanufactures  value. 

Aluminum  valxie. 

Copper  (copper  content)  1,000,000  lb. 

value. 

Lead  (lead  content)  1,000  lb, 

value . 

Nickel  and  alloys  1,000  lb. 

value. 

Tin  1,000  lb. 

value. 

Zinc  1,000  lb. 

value. 

Coal-tar  products  value. 

Industrial  chemicals  value. 

Fertilizers  and  materials  1,000  short  tons. 

value. 

All  other  semimanufactures  value. 

Finished  oianufactures  value. 

Leather  manufactures  value. 

Essential  or  distilled  oils  value. 

Cotton  cloth  1,000  sq.  yd. 

value. 

Other  cotton  manufactures  value. 

Burlap  1,000  yd. 

1,000  lb. 
value . 

Flax,  hemp  and  ramie  manufactures  value. 

Wool  manufactures  value. 

Silk  manufactures  value. 

Shingles  1,000  squares. 

value . 

Newsprints  1,000  short  tons. 

value . 

Other  paper  manufactures  value. 

Pottery  value. 


See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  FOR  CONSUMPTION  OF  MERCHANDISE,  BY  ECONOMIC  CLASSES  AND  LEADING  COMMODITIES 

DECEMBER  1960  AND  SELECTED  PERIODS— Continued 


Economic  class  and  commodity 

December 

INU  V  crIUUC  L 

Monthly  average 

1960 

1960 

1959 

1959 

1958 

Finished  man\ifactures— Continued 

18 

1 

19.7 

39 

0 

28,8 

13.4 

11 

9 

15.0 

11 

1 

9.3 

6.4 

8 

4. 

6.8 

11 

8 

14.1 

10  2 

38 

2 

31  5 

88 

5 

70.3 

46!o 

52 

2 

53. 

51 

8 

40,0 

28.8 

7 

7 

10  1 

10 

10.2 

10.5 

5 

2 

5 

6 

4.2 

3.4 

U 

3 

3.8 

3 

7 

3.1 

2.4 

2 

3 

2.7 

3 

1 

2.4 

1.6 

6 

5.2 

5 

5 

4.9 

3,4 

3 

3 

5.6 

5 

3 

4.7 

3,9 

21 

8 

24.1 

21 

9 

19.5 

16.6 

95 

97.8 

98 

2 

84.8 

65,1 

Estimated  value  $l-$99  formal  and  $l-$250  informal  entry 

11 

9 

11. 

10 

8 

10.2 

8.3 

^Includes  the  actual  weight  of  carbonized  wool. 

^For  an  explanation  of  the  sampling  procedures,  see  "Effect  of  Sampling"  on  front  page. 
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